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PRAY 


FOR 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


By special action and at the special request 
of the Synod of South Carolina the entire 
Faculty and Student Body of Columbia The- 
ological Seminary are this week engaged in 
an intensive state-wide evangelistic effort in 
the Presbyterian Churches of the entire 
State. You are urged to pray for this week of 
services, that God will pour out His Spirit in 
mighty power to bless and to save. 


VOL. XI NO. 26 $2.50 A YEAR 


9d 
UOTSTATC 
OXF SSaiducg Jo 


UC J 1959 


Mr. Chalmers W. Alexander 


Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Mr. Frank M. Akers, Jr. 

Mr. Richardson Ayres 

Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec.-Treas. 

Mr. William Cannon 

Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. 

Mr. Harvey G. Davis 

Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. 

Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, Chairman 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 


The Journal has no official connection with the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor.......... 


JOURNAL 


Weaverville, N.C. 


Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor...... 


...Asheville, N.C. 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Rev. W. H. Frazer, D.D. 


Rev. W. W. Arrowood, D.D. Rev. Samuel Mcl’. Glasgow, D.D. Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 
Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. Rev. H. Lawrence Love, Jr. Rev. Wade C. Smith 

Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. Rev. Chas. G. McClure, D.D. Rev. Cary N. Weisiger, III, D.D. 


Dr. J. Park McCallie 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Mr. Hugh Dickson 

Dr. H. E. Dustin 

Mr. S. Donald Fortson 

Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. 
Mr. W. Gettys Guille 

Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. 

Mr. Horace Hull 

Mr. Kennet!) Keyes 


Rev. J]. Kenton Parker 


Rev. W. Twyman Williams, D.D. 


Mr. T. Walker Lewis 

Mr. T. S. McPheeters 

Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D. 

Mr. V. G. Philips 

Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Mr. Milton Scott 

Mr. A. R. Shaw 

Mr. W. R. Willauer 


EDITORIAL 


November Fourth— 
Whither? 


Many thinking Americans have been depressed 
by the irresponsibility and the mud-slinging of the 
present political campaign. Allowing for the par- 
tisanship and the enthusiasms which are often ex- 
pressed by the magnifying of the mistakes of others 
and minimizing those of our own making or of 
the ones with whom we are politically aligned; 
allowing for all of these, this campaign has still 
been conducted on such a low plane, so far as fac- 
ing the real issues is concerned, that one can but 
hope and pray that a semblance of honesty and rea- 
son will characterize the one who becomes the next 
President of the United States. 


Probably the gravest implication of the present 
campaign is the estimate of the American public 
which seems to be held by many of the candidates. 
“Good times,” “prosperity,” “peace,” along with 
bids for the support of various groups through ac- 
cess to the public treasury, (borrowed though the 
money may be), seem to be the chief way whereby 
it is hoped to win votes. We Americans probably 
deserve this for too many of us have been willing 
to accept a fancied “securit)’’ bought at the pro- 
hibitive cost of personal freedom. 


When this issue of Ti: !oOURNAL is put in the 
mails there will be but one week before election day, 
a day which can well determine the future history 
of the United States and the world. 


Christians have a duty to express themselves as 
citizens. The right of the free ballot is a priceless 
possession; it should be exercised. But, we should 
not vote blindly. It should be the subject of prayer 
and the outcome of the election should also be the 
earnest subject of our petitions. 


“Tf any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberall;, and upbraideth not; 


and it shall be given him.” —L.N.B. 


Large Views Of 
Divine Grace 


The Epistle to the Ephesians invites us to behold 
the riches of God’s grace. So full is this Epistle of 
grace that it breaks forth three times in two short 
verses, 1:6-7: “To the praise of the glory of His 
grace, which He graciously bestowed upon us in the 
Beloved in Whom we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches 
of His grace.” 


In Ephesians, grace is the free favour of the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ adopting us 
as children in Him, 1:3-6. It is the enlightening 
revelation of the Gospel of His salvation, 1 :8-9, 13, 
17-18. It is the might of His saving power which 
raised us up together with Christ, 1:19-29; 2:5. 
It is the riches of His great love which drew us to 
Himself in Christ, 2:4-7. 

Grace acts in the Beloved, 1:3, 4, 5, 6. It for- 
gives our sins by the redemption through His blood, 
1:7. In its blessed sweep, we are sealed by the Holy) 
Spirit of promise, 1:14; 4:30, whereby Christ 
dwells in our hearts by faith, 3:16-17. 

Grace creates us in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
2:10 and chapters 4 through 6, to the praise of the 
glory of His grace. 1:6. 


In His grace God chose us when we were nothing 
1:4. His favor looked upon us sinners in Christ 
Jesus and saw us there as holy and without blame 
before Him, 1:4. When we were children of wrath, 
He poured His great love upon us, | :3-4+. When we 
were dead in trespasses and sins, He made us alive 
with Christ and raised us up to sit with Him in the 


heavenlies, 2:4-5. When we were afar off, He 


- brought us nigh in the blood of Christ, 2:13. God, 


who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith 
He loved us . . . saved us by His grace, 2:4-5. And 
unto Him who is able to do above all, super-abun- 
dantly above what we ask or consider, according 
to the power that worketh in us, to Him be the 
slory in the Church and in Christ Jesus. 3:20-21. 
—Wm.C.R. 
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Why Weaken The 
Christian Testimony? 
In Psalm 45:6 the King James and the English 


and American Revised Versions read: “Thy 
Throne, O God, is forever and ever.” The word 
translated God is the usual word for God in the 
Hebrew, Elohim, and is rendered in the Septuagint 
by the regular word for God, ho Theos. In the 
Hexaglot Bible, the Latin has here Deus; the Ger- 
man has Gott; and the French O Dieu. But the 
new RSV has weakened the phrase down to: “Your 
divine throne endures forever.” 


Of course, this is one of the great texts cited 
in the first chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews 
to afirm the Deity of Christ. There even the RSV 
New Testament—as well as the other versions— 
properly renders the quotation: 


But of the Son he says, 


“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” 


Hebr. 1:8. 


Thus when one checks up the magnificent cluster 
of texts which the writer of Hebrews has gathered 
from the Old Testament to set forth the Deity of 
Christ he finds the citation from Psalm 45:6 fully 
justified according to the Hebrew, the LXX, the 
Latin, the German, the French, and the older 
English versions. On the other hand, when he 
checks the text in the RSV it looks to him as though 
the writer of Hebrews had forced a modifying ad- 
jective, divine, into the position of a vocative noun, 
O God. Accordingly, his confidence in the testimony 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews to the full Deity of 
our Lord Jesus Christ is disturbed. And yet, the 
trouble is not with the writer of Hebrews, but 
with the RSV translators! Supported and endorsed 
by the Church “which is the pillar and ground of 
the truth,” they have not, at this point, borne a 
yood witness, as the text warranted, to Him who 
loved us and gave Himself up in our stead. 


Something similar to what we have written above 
as to the translation of Psalm 45:6 compared with 
Hebrews 1:8, has been pointed out by others in 
the RSV translation of Isaiah 7:14 compared with 
Matt. 1:23. In that case the LXX and Matthew 
both translate the Hebrew word virgin, nor have 
I found in the Old Testament any clear case where 
the Hebrew word A/mah must mean a woman 
who is no longer a virgin. Further, the whole con- 
text requires that Isaiah 7:14 be interpreted as a 
miraculous sign. —Wnm. C. R. 


Well Done! 


Dr. John M. Alexander and his associates have 
done a good job in producing and making available 
to the missionaries, the Brazilian Church and to 
individual Christians in Brazil, recorded programs 
of Christian services. 


The records, demonstrated before the Board of 
World Missions at its recent meeting, are the re- 
sult of imagination, hard work and technical skill. 
Setting up a studio in Recife and using local sing- 
ers and speakers, often making their own individual 
contributions separately on tape recordings, the lat- 
ter then skilfully spliced and. where necessary, with 
organ accompaniment added here in the Atlanta 
studio, the result is a finished and most useful and 
acceptable contribution to the preaching of the Gos- 
pel in Brazil. 


The Board of World Missions immediately au- 
thorized the expense of producing and sending to 
the field twenty-five sets of twelve records, each 
record running for fifteen minutes. Entirely in the 
national language, Portugese, these records are suit- 
able for radio programs, church and home use and 
also for playing on the public address systems of 
sound trucks which are such a practical addition 
to the equipment of the itinerant evangelist. 


For this advance in ways to preach the Gospel 
we thank God. To those who had the vision and 
the skill to make it possible we say, Well Done!!! 

—L.N.B. 


Spiritual Anemia 


Suicide is the voluntary and intentional taking 
of one’s own life, often as the direct result of a 
deranged mind. It is an act of which one hears with 
sadness, regret and a longing that the individual 
so deranged might have had the mental, moral and 
spiritual resources to rise above the circumstances 
which prompted it in the first place. 


But, how many millions there are here in our 
own beloved America who are committing spiritual 
suicide or its equivalent. With the way of salvation 
free to all; with its proclamation to be heard from 
the pulpit, over the radio, on the television screen 
and on the printed page, how many there are who 
refuse the one thing which can give them eternal 
life! 


But, spiritual tragedy is also present in so 
many lives of those who know Christ as Saviour 
and who are therefore Christians. We are speaking 
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of the spiritual anaemia which characterizes the lives 
of so many of us. It is to the cause and cure of this 
common disease that this editorial is directed. 


There are probably many causes of spiritual 
anaemia but certainly the three most common are 
starvation, poison and rebellion. 


STARVATION 


Many Christians are spiritually anaemic because 
they are starving their spiritual lives. God has pro- 
vided spiritual food in His Word, in the exercise ot 
prayer and in the daily application of Christian liv- 
ing for the good of others and the glory of His 
Name. How many Christians are anaemic because 
they do not read and study their Bibles! ‘The ignor- 
ance of many on the things of the Spirit is appallin«. 
There is no short-cut to such truth. Salvation 1; 
free but an understanding of God’s Word means 
time and study, both directed by the Holy Spirit, 
and wonderfully rewarding. But it takes work and 
too many Christians neglect the privilege and the 
obligation which is theirs, a privilege and an obliga- 
tion to study that which God has revealed to man 
in the Scriptures. 


Spiritual starvation is also the result of failure 
to use prayer, that great source of help, strength 
and wisdom. In the quietness of one’s home, in the 
silence of the night, in the midst of the daily prob- 
lems and crises of life there is a way of immediate 
access to God and His help—communion with Him. 
To neglect this provision of his mercy and grace 
is to insure for ourselves spirits and lives which 
are starved and withering, because we are neglect- 
ing the blessings which He infuses into our lives 
through prayer. 


Our lives also become shriveled and weak because 
we look upon Christianity as solely a matter of faith 
and lose sight of the fact that it is also a life to be 
lived; not the old life but a transformed life, lived 
in and by the power of the Holy Spirit and express- 
ing itself in love, joy, peace, longsuftering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance. Un- 
less Christianity become. tor us a practical thing, 
reaching down into every phase and relationship of 
our daily lives, we have missed God’s plan for us 
and opened the way for the sure development of 
spiritual anaemia. 


POISON 


Many Christians show the unmistakable signs of 
spiritual anaemia because they are daily absorbing 
poison into their systems. They daily condone sin 
and accept it instead of righteousness. Our pictures, 
books, magazines and some amusements are the 
constant purveyors of poison and we lack discern- 
ment of and reaction against these poisons, with the 
inevitable result that compromise and world-con- 
tormity leave us weak and helpless again:t these 
deliberate and designed plans of Satan. Slow poison 
can be as deadly in its ultimate effect as another 
form which acts more quickly. The Church, her 


leaders and the average Christian are slow in these 
days to recognize impurity, self-indulgence, pride 


and avarice and a thousand other sins for what they ’ 


are and to lift up a standard against them. As a 
result we have spiritual anaemia where there should 
be robustness of faith and practice. 


REBELLION 


Nothing is more calculated to produce spiritual 
anaemia than a defiance of God’s will. He has a 
clan for each life, an ideal which it is His will 
that we should fulfill. But, we have other plans, 
other desires; we wish to be the masters of our own 
lives, the designers of our own destinies. God may 
permit us to have the desire of our hearts but with 
it comes leanness into our souls. With the inward 
consciousness that we have denied God’s rightful 
dominance of our wills and lives there comes in 
time a sense of frustration, the ambition fulfilled 
may wither and become dross and ashes when finally 
we grasp it. 


Here is no place for looking at others and de- 
manding that they serve God in places and ways 
that we think best for them. Rather it is a challenge 
for us to search our own hearts to see if we are in 
unconscious or open rebellion against the Captain 
of our Salvation. If we are, then spiritual attrition 
is an inevitable sequel. 


Just as parents rejoice in the development, growth 
and health of their children, so God provides the 
means and expects us to grow in grace, in our like- 
ness to Him and in the power which the Holy 
Spirit provides. 


For spiritual starvation He offers the banquet 
of His grace. For poison He offers the antidote of 
the cleansing blood of the Christ of Calvary and the 
healing presence of His Spirit. For rebellion He 
will give for the asking a broken and a contrite 
heart. 


As the Blood Bank offers relief to those who 
need the life-giving blessings of a transfusion, so 
God has provided the inexhaustible supply of the 
blood of the Eternal Son of God to those who will 
accept it. 


He is the perfect, the Universal Donor. He is the 
perfect type, Who matches our every need! 


—L.N.B. 


The Right 
Perspective 


“For the things which are seen are temporal; but 
the things which are not seen are eternal.” 


| have just returned from a visit to the old home 
place where I was born. | had not seen it for some 
twenty-five vears, and all was changed, as one 
might expect. The fields we used to plow were 
covered with pines and other trees. 
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The thing, perhaps, which struck me most was 
that everything looked so much smaller! Yhe hill 
back of the old house was not the steep hill I re- 
membered as a boy; the spring where we used to 
keep our milk and butter was almost dried up; the 
path | traveled so often, and which seemed so long, 
was but a short path now. There was a shrinking 
everywhere | looked. 


We talk today about our “big issues,” our “tre 
mendous tasks,’ our “herculean eftorts.”” The thing: 
of this world loom large before our eves. When we 
look back upon it alk a hundred, a thousand years, 
from now will we not realize how infinitesimal 
these “big” things really are. Let us, with Paul, 


and NMioses, get the right perspective!—J.K.P. 


Isaiah 7:14 According To 
The RSV Old Testament 


By Oswald T. Allis, Ph.D. 


Many centuries ago, in a time of national peril. 
the Lord gave to King Ahaz a sign: “Behold a vir- 
yin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 
name Immanuel.” This sign which the Lord gave 
to doubting and disobedient Ahaz has been a stum- 
bling-block to disbelief and a stepping stone to faith 
ever since, and never more obviously se, perhaps. 
than in the decades which have marked the increas- 
ing influence and power of the so-called “higher 
criticism,’ in this land and across the sea. Phe doc- 
trine of the Virgin Birth is a sign that has been 
much spoken against and the reason it is spoken 
ayainst indicate very clearly why it is se important 
and so precious to the truly evangelical Christian. 
The reason is not far to seek. ‘The divine authority 
of the Bible and the redemptive supernaturalness 
which are of its very essence are alike at issue in 
the interpreting of the sign. 


That Jesus was “born of the virgin Mary” is 
affirmed in the Apostles’ Creed. It is so affirmed be- 
cause it is plainly taught in the birth narratives in 
Matthew and Luke. Matthew also declares that 
this birth was in fulfillment of that “which was 
spoken of the Lord by the prophet;” and the words 
of Isaiah are quoted. ‘The Greek word which is 
rendered by “virgin” in Matt. 1:23 ts parthenos; 
and probably few scholars will deny that this is the 
natural and proper rendering. This fs indicated by 
the fact that although both Moftatt and Goodspeed 
in their respective versions render it by “maiden,” 
RSV has “virgin” in Mt. 1:23 and gives no alter- 
native rendering in the margin. ‘This must mean 
that the NT Committee of the RSV either did not 
support Moffatt and Goodspeed in adopting the 
broader rendering “maiden” for parthenos or that 
it did not feel justified in making so radical a de- 
parture from the accepted teaching of the Protestant 
Churches which it claimed to represent. 


The very recent publication of the complete RSV 
Bible, which marks the first appearance of the RSV 
Old Testament, has brought the question of the 
Virgin Birth once more prominently before the 
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Christian Church, In Isa. 7:14 the RSV rendering 
is “Behold a young woman shall conceive and bear 
a son; and the marginal note to the words “young 
woman” is “or virgin.” This is doubly significant. 
()n the one hand, by substituting “young woman” 
for the “virgin” which is in the text of the AV. 
which it professes to be “revising,” RSV indicates 
that “voung woman” is the correct rendering of 
the Hebrew. On the other hand, it gives no explan- 
ation of the alternative rendering which it places 
in the margin. Is this merely a prudent but unwar- 
ranted concession to the Conservatives? or Is there 
scholarly warrant for it? The answer to the first 
question is that RSV has ridden rough-shod over 
the cherished beliefs of the Conservatives in too 
many other passages, for it to be likely that it would 
offer this sop to Cerberus unless it felt compelled 
to do so, 


What then is the element of compulsion in this 
case? It is this. RSV leans heavily on the ancient 
versions in its “correcting” of the Hebrew text. 
‘The version to which it appeals most frequently is 
the Greek (LXX). Here the Greek has parthenos, 
the same word which it renders by- “virgin” in Mr. 
1:23 and without any alternative rendering! Hence 
the margin “Or virgin.” But this margin as in so 
many other cases is inadequate, because it makes 
no mention of the fact that “Gk, Vulg, Svyr,” the 
versions most frequently appealed to by RSV, all 
support and require the rendering “‘virgin.”’ Since 
the testimony of the ancient versions strongly sup- 
ports the traditional interpretation, RSV feels com- 
pelled to recognize it, but as grudgingly as possible. 


We come now to the question of the meaning ot 
the Hebrew word, which AV renders by “virgin” 
and RSV by “young woman.” The word. is alma, It 
is a comparatively rare word in the OT, occurring 
less than ten times. That it can properly be used of 
a virgin is made unmistakably plain by Gen. 24:43 
when we compare vs. 16. In vs. 43 Rebekah is 
called an ‘alma, in vs. 16 she is called a bethula 
(the usual word for virgin) and her virginity is 
definitely affirmed. The fact that vs. 43 simply 
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says ‘alma may be regarded as implying that this 
word is quite suitable to describe one whose status 
has been more fully stated in vs. 16. AV renders by 
“virgin” in both places. ARV has “virgin” in vs. 
16 and “maiden” in vs. 43. RSV uses “virgin” in 
the one case and “young woman” in the other. Both 
words refer to the same person, in the same situ- 
ation! In Ex. 2:8, the word ‘alma is used of Moses’ 
sister. Her age is not stated. But the fact that she 
was set to watch her infant brother would seem 
to make it clear that she was unmarried and living 
with her parents. The use of the word ‘alma may 
imply also that she was of marriagable age. 


The view has been widely current in critical cir- 
cles for many years that ‘alma means “‘a young wo- 
man old enough for marriage.”’ Prof. A. B. David- 
son of New College, Edinburgh (died 1902) was 
a leader among the critics of his day. He admitted 
that Isaiah’s offer of a sign implied that the pro- 
phet “was prepared to give Ahaz something mi- 
raculous” and that the rendering of ‘alma by par- 
thenos in the Greek (LXX) “may be considered 
in some sense providential.”’ As to the meaning of 
the word he made this decidedly ambivalent state- 
ment: “But probably the word, though apparently 
always used of an, unmarried woman, means prop- 
erly an adult young woman.” This means that 
Davidson, while admitting that the OT usage fa- 
vored the rendering ‘virgin’? was not prepared to 
adopt this rendering in this passage where the exact 
meaning is of such vast importance. “‘Unmarried 
young woman” is equivalent to “virgin” unless the 
chastity and honor of the young woman in question 
is impugned, “Adult young woman”’ implies nothing 
in itself, but in the context of Isa. 7:14 it clearly 
implies that the meaning is “adult young married 
woman,” which is a complete surrender to the na- 
turalistic interpretation of the verse. 


Some twenty-five years ago, when the question 
of the virgin birth of the Lord was particularly to 
the fore, because of the Fosdick controversy and 
the Auburn Affirmation, Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, 
then Professor of Semitic Philology in Princeton 
Theological Seminary, published an article in the 
Princeton Theological Review, entitled, “The 
Meaning of “Alma (A. V. ‘Virgin’) in Isaiah 
7:14.” After a thorough discussion of the use of 
the word in the OT and in the versions, as well as 
in the cognate languages, Dr. Wilson stated his con- 
clusions as follows: 


“Finally, two conclusions from the evidence 
seem clear; first, that almah, so far as known, 
never meant ‘young married woman’; and 
secondly, since the presumption in common 
law and usage was and is, that every ‘alma’ is 
virgin and virtuous, until she is proved not to 
be, we have a right to assume that Rebecca 
and the ‘alma’ of Is. 7:14 and all other almas 

' were virgin, until and unless it shall be proven 
that they were not. If Is. 7:14 is a prediction 
of the Conception and if the events recorded 
in Mattnew 1:18-25 and Luke’ 1:26-38 are 
true and the Holy Spirit of God really over- 
shadowed the virgin Mary, all difficulties are 
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cleared away. The language is not the diffi- 
culty. The great and only difficulty lies in dis- 
belief in predictive prophecy and in the al- 
mighty power of God; or in the desire to 
throw discredit upon the divine Sonship of 
Jesus.” 
Dr. Wilson concluded with this statement, which 
is especially significant when we remember how 
utterly opposed Mohammed was to the idea that 
God could have a son. 


“In the third Sura of the Koran, Mohammed 
represents Mary as saying to the angel: ‘Lord, 
how can I have a son when man has not touch- 
ed me?’ And the angel said: ‘Thus God creates 
what He pleaseth. When He decrees a matter 
He only says BE and it is.. Mohammed was a 
better Theist than many who profess to be fol- 
lowers of Christ today.” 


The situation has not changed nor has the evidence 
presented by Dr. Wilson been weakened or nulli- 
fied during the quarter-century which has elapsed 
since he penned these words. But he being dead yet 
speaketh to bear his testimony against that assault 
upon the article of the creed of Christendom, “born 
of the Virgin Mary,” which is now being renewed 
in the Revised Standard Version of the Old Testa- 


ment, 
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The Common Evils Of Modernism 


As Seen In Both The National 
Council And The Northern 
Presbyterian Church 


By Rev. Donald C. Graham 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
(This message was delivered at the meeting of The Association lor the Preservation and Continuation 


of The Southern Presbyterian Church held at Weaverville, N. C., on 
Wednesday, August 20, 1952. H.B.D) 


This is the first time 1 have come to a Weaver- 
ville rally. May I tell you very simply why I am 
here? It is because of a certain unavoidable logic 
in our present church situation. First, there is an 
apostolically appointed responsibility to testif\ 
against the intrusion of unbelief in the church. 
(Galatians 1:8,9). Second, somebody must give 
that testimony. Third, anybody who cares should 
do what he can. Fourth, I care. Hence, | am hon- 
ored to be in the company today of others who care 
—care for the cause of truth in the church today 
and for the honor of their Saviour’s Name. 


When I was asked to discuss the National Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America, I asked my- 
self: Is our denomination’s membership in the Coun- 
cil the most important issue before our church 
today’ I could think of many reasons why it might 
be so considered but I could think also of a much 
bigger reason why it is not. 


I realized at once that the issue of possible union 
with the Northern Presbyterian church overshadow- 
ed that of the National Council because, if that 
union came within a year or two, the greatest pos- 
sible blow would be dealt not only to the spiritual 
life of our church but also to the particular hope 
of ever disassociating ourselves from the modernist- 
dominated National Council. The Northern Church 
has. had a place of leadership in that council from 
its inception, back into the roots of the Federal 
Council, and there is not the slightest prospect 
that it will change this loyalty. 


My assignment still has significance. First, to 
continue the alarm that it is a bad thing for our 
beloved church to be in the National Council and 
secondly, to make close comparison between what 
is wrong with the National Council and what is 
wrong with the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
Religious liberalism is essentially the same where- 
ever one finds it. It has not only unsound doctrine 
but it tends to have unsound, and even unfair, 
methods. 


Note, then, the common evils of modernism as 
it is seen at work in the National Council and in 
the Northern Presbyterian church. 
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|. BotH THE NATIONAL COUNCIL AND THE 
MopERNIST MoveMENT OF THE NORTHERN 
CHuRCH Wer_E Born IN PROTEST TO ORTHODOXY. 


Disallowing the present efforts to divorce the 
new National Council from the old Federal Coun- 
cil, let us say that the Council had its origin as a 
counter movement to the essentially sound World's 
Evangelical Alliance of the last century. John A. 
Hutchinson said of the splendid nine point doctrinal 
statement of the Alliance: “It proved to be a strait- 
jacket for the American branch The theo- 
logical basis of the Alliance became more and more 
hampering in an age which was becoming more and 
more anti-theological.” So it was that the modern- 
ists, never happy as a minority, pulled out and 
formed and dominated the organization which soon 
gave way to the Federal Council. 


Similarity can be readily drawn with the me’ 
ernist core of the Northern Presbyterian church. Its 
first vocal expression came in 1923 with the Auburn 
Affirmation. The seriousness of this Affirmation was 
not only to be found in the manner in which it 
relegated to the non-essential and to the realm of 
theory the historically accepted doctrines of our 
faith but also in the fact that it was born as a pro- 
test to the 1923 Northern Assembly's superb con- 
fession of certain cardinal points of doctrine. And 
now that Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson, recent Mod- 
erator of the northern Assembly, has written a de- 
tense of the Affirmation and this is being circulated 
by the ofhce of the Stated Clerk of the Northern 
Assembly, it is apparent that the radical 1250 sign- 
ers of the Affirmation have been joined by the more 
cautious. Their liberal position dominates the entire 
church. Hence, affirmations for denial of the Faith 
are no longer needed. All this leads inevitably to 
another point: 


Il. Born Have Lost WitrHin THEM Any EF- 
FECTIVE Protest MovEMENT AGAINST UNBELIEF. 


There may be disagreement as to the exact time 
when a church or religious movement goes from a 
state of orthodoxy to heterodoxy, but here is one 
test that can be applied quickly: Does the appear- 
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says ‘alma may be regarded as implying that this 
word is quite suitable to describe one whose status 
has been more fully stated in vs. 16. AV renders by 
“virgin” in both places. ARV has “virgin” in vs. 
16 and “maiden” in vs. 43. RSV uses “virgin” in 
the one case and “young woman” in the other. Both 


words refer to the same person, in the same situ- - 


ation! In Ex. 2:8, the word ‘alma is used of Moses’ 
sister. Her age is not stated. But the fact that she 
was set to watch her infant brother would seem 
to make it clear that she was unmarried and living 
with her parents. The use of the word ’alma may 
imply also that she was of marriagable age. 


The view has been widely current in critical cir- 
cles for many years that ‘alma means ‘“‘a young wo- 
man old enough for marriage.’’ Prof. A. B. David- 
son of New College, Edinburgh (died 1902) was 
a leader among the critics of his day. He admitted 
that Isaiah’s offer of a sign implied that the pro- 
phet “was prepared to give Ahaz something mi- 
raculous” and that the rendering of ‘alma by par- 
thenos in the Greek (LXX) “may be considered 
in some sense providential.” As to the meaning of 
the word he made this decidedly ambivalent state- 
ment: “But probably the word, though apparently 
always used of an unmarried woman, means prop- 
erly an adult young woman.” This means that 
Davidgon, while admitting that the OT usage fa- 
voredAhe rehdering ‘virgin’ was not prepared to 
adopt this rendering in this passage where the exact 
meaning is of such vast importance. “Unmarried 
young woman’ is equivalent to “virgin” unless the 
chastity and honor of the young woman in question 
is impugned. “Adult young woman” implies nothing 
in itself, but in the context of Isa. 7:14 it clearly 
implies that the meaning is “adult young married 
woman, which is a complete surrender to the na- 
turalistic interpretation of the verse. 


Some twenty-five years ago, when the question 
of the virgin birth of the Lord was particularly to 
the fore, because of the Fosdick controversy and 
the Auburn Affirmation, Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, 
then Professor of Semitic Philology in Princeton 
Theological Seminary, published an article in the 
Princeton Theological Review, entitled, “The 
Meaning of “Alma (A. V. ‘Virgin’) in Isaiah 
7:14.” After a thorough discussion of the use of 
the word in the OT and in the versions, as well as 
in the cognate languages, Dr. Wilson stated his con- 
clusions as follows: 


“Finally, two conclusions from the evidence 
seem clear; first, that almah, so far as known, 
never meant ‘young married woman’; and 
secondly, since the presumption in common 
law and usage was and is, that every ‘alma’ is 
virgin and virtuous, until she is proved not to 
be, we have a right to assume that Rebecca 
and the ‘alma’ of Is. 7:14 and all other almas 
were virgin, until and unless it shall be proven 
that they were not. If Is. 7:14 is a prediction 
of the Conception and if the events recorded 
in Mattnew 1:18-25 and Luke 1:26-38 are 
true and the Holy Spirit of God really over- 
shadowed the virgin Mary, all difficulties are 
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cleared away. The language is not the diffi- 
culty. The great and only difficulty lies in dis- 
belief in predictive prophecy and in the al- 
mighty power of God; or in the desire to 
throw discredit upon the divine Sonship of 
Jesus.” 
Dr. Wilson concluded with this statement, which 
is especially significant when we remember how 
utterly opposed Mohammed was to the idea that 
God could have a son. 


“In the third Sura of the Koran, Mohammed 
represents Mary as saying to the angel: ‘Lord, 
how can I have a son when man has not touch- 
ed me?’ And the angel said: ‘Thus God creates 
what He pleaseth. When He decrees a matter 
He only says BE and it is.. Mohammed was a 
better Theist than many who profess to be fol- 
lowers of Christ today.” 


The situation has not changed nor has the evidence 
presented by Dr. Wilson been weakened or nulli- 
fied during the quarter-century which has elapsed 
since he penned these words. But he being dead yet 
speaketh to bear his testimony against that assault 
upon the article of the creed of Christendom, ‘born 
of the Virgin Mary,” which is now being renewed 
in the Revised Standard Version of the Old Testa- 


ment, 
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The Common Evils Of Modernism 
As Seen In Both The National 
Council And The Northern 
Presbyterian Church 


By Rev. Donald C. Graham 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
(This message was delivered at the meeting of The Association lor the Preservation and Continuation 


of The Southern Presbyterian Church held at Weaverville, N. C., on 
Wednesday, August 20, 1952. H.B.D) 


This is the first time I have come to a Weaver- 
ville rally. May I tell you very simply why I am 
here? It is because of a certain unavoidable logic 
in our present church situation. First, there is an 
apostolically appointed responsibility to testify 
against the intrusion of unbelief in the church. 
(Galatians 1:8,9). Second, somebody must give 
that testimony. Third, anybody who cares should 
do what he can. Fourth, | care. Hence, | am hon- 
ored to be in the company today of others who care 
—care for the cause of truth in the church today 
and for the honor of their Saviour’s Name. 


When I was asked to discuss the National Coun- 
cil of Churches of Christ in America, I asked my- 
self: Is our denomination’s membership in the Coun- 
cil the most important issue before our church 
today’? I could think of many reasons why it might 
be so considered but I could think also of a much 
bigger reason why it is not. 


I realized at once that the issue of possible union 
with the Northern Presbyterian church overshadow- 
ed that of the National Council because, if that 
union came within a year or two, the greatest pos- 
sible blow would be dealt not only to the spiritual 
life of our church but also to the particular hope 
of ever disassociating ourselves from the modernist- 
dominated National Council. The Northern Church 
has had a place of leadership in that council from 
its inception, back into the roots of the Federal 
Council, and there is not the slightest prospect 
that it will change this loyalty. 


My assignment still has significance. First, to 
continue the alarm that it is a bad thing for our 
beloved church to be in the National Council and. 
secondly, to make close comparison between what 
is wrong with the National Council and what is 
wrong with the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
Religious liberalism is essentially the same where- 
ever one finds it. It has not only unsound doctrine 
but it tends to have unsound, and even unfair, 
methods. 
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Note, then, the common evils of modernism as 
it is seen at work in the National Council and in 
the Northern Presbyterian church. 
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|. BotH THE NATIONAL COUNCIL AND THE 
MopERNIST MoveMENT OF THE NORTHERN 
CHURCH WerE Born IN PROTEST TO ORTHODOXY. 


Disallowing the present efforts to divorce the 
new National Council from the old Federal Coun- 
cil, let us say that the Council had its origin as a 
counter movement to the essentially sound World's 
Evangelical Alliance of the last century. John A. 
Hutchinson said of the splendid nine point doctrinal 
statement of the Alliance: “It proved to be a strait- 
jacket for the American branch The theo- 
logical basis of the Alliance became more and more 
hampering in an age which was becoming more and 
more anti-theological.” So it was that the modern- 
ists, never happy as a minority, pulled out and 
formed and dominated the organization which soon 
gave way to the Federal Council. 


Similarity can be readily drawn with the me’ 
ernist core of the Northern Presbyterian church. Its 
first vocal expression came in 1923 with the Auburn 
Affirmation. The seriousness of this Affirmation was 
not only to be found in the manner in which it 
relegated to the non-essential and to the realm of 
theory the historically accepted doctrines of our 
faith but also in the fact that it was born as a pro 
test to the 1923 Northern Assembly's superb con- 
fession of certain cardinal points of doctrine, And 
now that Dr. Harrison Ray Anderson, recent Mod- 
erator of the northern Assembly, has written a de- 
tense of the Affirmation and this is being circulated 
by the office of the Stated Clerk of the Northern 
Assembly, it is apparent that the radical 1250 sign- 
ers of the Affirmation have been joined by the more 
cautious. Their liberal position dominates the entire 
church. Hence, affirmations for denial of the Faith 
are no longer needed. All this leads inevitably to 
another point: 


Il. Born Have Lost Wiruin THem Any EF- 
FECTIVE Protest MovEMENT AGAINST UNBELIEF. 


There may be disagreement as to the exact time 
when a church or religious movement goes from a 
state of orthodoxy to heterodoxy, but here is one 
test that can be applied quickly: Does the appear- 
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ance of unbelief bring protest and is that protest 
effective? 


That there has been little protest against unbeliet 
within the National Council is to be expected due 
to its dominantly liberal life from its inception 
as the Federal Council. For the Northern Presby- 
terian Church, however, the case is different. There 
was a time when it was a noble thing to stand in its 
courts in defense of the honor of Christ and in pro- 
test against His denial. That time has long-since 
passed. 


Even good people were among those who said 
that they did not like the way Dr. J. Gresham 
Machen fought unbelief in his denomination. Yet, 
since he and his cohorts were thrust out of the 
Northern Church, who is heard to speak the truth 
against unbelief in more honorable fashion or even 
in any fashion at all? There are many good and 
essentially orthodox men still ministering in the 
Northern Church. Few will deny this; but when are 
their voices raised in their church courts in a mighty 
cry against the unbelief about them. Strong men 
who were seen with swords drawn for battle two 
or three decades ago have long-since replaced them 
in their sheaths. They will tell you simply that it 
is hopeless to fight unbelief in their denomination: 
they must now be satisfied to preach the Gospel in 
their individual pulpits, try to forget the apostasy 
in the denomination at large and, somehow, hope 
that the modernists will leave them alone. And the 
modernists will, for even modernists find it more 
comfortable to have a few conservatives around. 
Just a few help keep the dying generation of the 
sleepily orthodox satisfied. 


But, pathetic tragedy, David is no longer David 
and the Goliath of modernism bellows unchallenged 
—in both the National Council and in the Northern 
Presbyterian Church! 


Ill. BorH THE NATIONAL COUNCIL AND THE 
NORTHERN CHURCH HAve DENIED IN PRACTICE 
AND EFFECT THE FAITH |] HEY HAVE PROFESSED. 


Admittedly the National Council's creed, requir- 
ing the acceptance by members of “Jesus Christ as 
their divine Lord and Saviour” is too brief, but it 
could be a fine beginning. The trouble is that good 
words often cease to have their historic meanings 
when used by liberals. 


Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, famed for many 
years as the Federal Council radio preacher, said: 
“| believe in the divinity of Jesus with all my fac- 
ulties if we can come to an understanding about 
what we mean by divinity. . . . If someone says: 
Well, we all have some of that divine spark in us; 
we all have some goodness, truth, love and there- 
fore, on that basis, the divinity of Jesus differs from 
ours in degree, indeed, but not in kind. | answer: 
Are you afraid of that conclusion? Of course, the 
divinity of Jesus differs from ours in degree but 
not in kind. To say therefore that God was in 
Christ seems to me no theological puzzle at all. I 


think God was in my mother, the source of the 
loveliness that blessed us there.”” (Hope of the 
World, p. 103). 


A former president of the Council, Dr. Francis 
J. McConnell, was equally blatant: “Is not this 
tendency to deify Jesus more heathen than Chris- 
tian? Are we not most truly Christian when we 
cut loose from a heathen propensity and take Jesus 
simply for the character that He was and for the 
ideal that He is?” (The Christlike God, pp 14, 15). 
The difference between Fosdick and McConnell 
and many of the current liberals, is that the latter 
are more cagey in the expression of their denials, 
frequently using many more evangelical terms with 
liberal meanings. 

What then does an acceptance of “Jesus Christ 
as divine Lord and Saviour’ mean’ Such creed be- 
comes a pious and merest gibberish when thus 


abused. 


As for Northern Presbyterians, they like to point 
to the fact that their Westminster Confession of 
Faith has remained essentially the same through the 
years. Yet here, too, words mean nothing when 
the thrust of teaching in the church contradicts that 
glorious Confession. What zeal has the new Sun- 
day School curriculum of the Northern Church for 
confessional doctrine? Almost none whatsoever. Or 
again, consider that a man may deny the barest 
essentials of the Christian faith and still be accept- 
able. Yes, in actual practice and effect, the Con- 
fession has already been changed again and again. 


Impassioned E. G. Homrighausen, Chairman of 
the National Council’s Joint Department of Evan- 
gelism and also professor in the Northern Church’s 
Princeton Seminary, may represent before us both 
Council and Northern Church, even as both have 
often had him do, when he says: “Few intelligent 
Protestants still hold to the idea that the Bible is 
an infallible book, that it contains no linguistic 
errors, no historic discrepancies, no antiquated 
scientific assumptions, nor even bad ethical stan- 
dards. . . . The Bible contains much history, some 
of it fa.atly imbedded in age-old myths, folk tales, 
battle songs, camp fire recitals and the like.”’ (Chris- 
tianity in America). 


All this is not a pleasant recital and the worst of 
it is that doctrinal evidence against both the Na- 
tional Council and the Northern Church could fill 
a book. Yet, of equal tragedy is the fact that for 
every statement that forthrightly denies the faith, 
there are many more which give such an insipid 
reference to Christian truth as to nullify the real 
power and testimony of the Gospel and the “whole 
counsel of God.” Let Christians who try to make 
light of these matters attempt to assure themselves, 
if they can, that these may not be the very times of 
which Jesus spoke: “For there shall arise false 
Christs, and ‘false prophets, and shall show great 
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were pos- 
sible, they shall deceive the very elect.” (Matthew 
24:24). 
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IV. Born THE NATIONAL CO,NCIL AND THE 
NorRTHERN CuHurRCH Have A Recorp or In- 
TRIGUE AGAINST EVANGELICALS. 


Strange it is that modernists are broad and liberal 
in doctrine but usually do not show such breadth 
of liberality in dealing with their conservative 
triends. 


Newsweek's description of the Council as a “‘vir- 
tual monopoly"’ in American Protestantism is il- 
lustrated by its efforts to clear the air waves of all 
evangelical programs. At a conference in Atlantic 
City a few vears ago, Dr. Charles C. MacFarland, 
then Federal Council Secretary, made this state- 
ment: “The ultimate plan to be worked out will 
probably be for the local federations of churches 
to endorse and local stations to present national pro- 
yrams provided on Sunday by the Federal Council 
whereby all will have their choice of hearing . . . 
a few selected preachers who have received the full 
endorsement of the Federal Council.” At the Atlan- 
tic City conference this question was asked by a 
news reporter: “Did you mean, Dr. MacFarland, 
that it is the expectation of the Federal Council to 
control all religious broadcasting, making it impos- 
sible for denominational conventions to get on the 
air and for pastors to broadcast sermons without 
Federal Council sanction?’ Dr. MaeFarland an- 
swered: “Precisely. The Council feels this to be a 
wise policy.”” As a result only a small percentage 
of free radio time is today secured by evangelicals 
and God alone has over-ruled the evil intentions of 
men to keep other Gospel programs on national 
hook-ups. 


Yet, this is only an example of the super-church 
functions claimed by the National Council, and all 
far in advance of anything proposed during Federal 
Council days. In the areas of Religious Education, 
Home Missions, Foreign Missions and Evangelism 
a Vast new program is being set up that will seek 
to dominate these activities across the country. The 
really large expenditure of money in these fields 
has just begun. It will be only a matter of time be- 
fore the political squeeze will hard-pressure the 
church or individual who dares to stick to an evan- 
yelical concept of the Great Commission. The plans 
already announced by the National Council make 
this inevitable. 


‘The Northern Presbyterian Church, however, ap- 
plied that squeeze to conservatives long ago. ‘They 
did it when they refused to license young men to 
the ministry who refused blanket loyalty to the 
Boards of the church, insisting they would support 
those Boards only as long as the Boards were true 
to the standards of the church. Thus, men no longer 
could be free men under governmental standards 
that required loyalty to God on the part of high 
and low alike. 

They applied the political squeeze, too, when 
they prosecuted the members of the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Missions and forced 
them out of the church, modernists sitting in judg- 
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ment upon Bible-true Presbyterians. This made the 
issue crystal clear. The Bible had established that 
a false Gospel could not be supported. Yet, irre- 
futable evidence had been printed and given to the 
church by Machen and others to show that the 
Board of Foreign Missions of the Northern Church 
was supporting missionaries and colleges abroad 
which were propagating a false gospel. And so, at 
that very point, by commanding support of Christ- 
denying missions, the word of man was placed 
above the Word of God. If Christ rules in His 
church only by authority of the Word of God, how 
indeed carn’ He rule if His Word is not honored? 
And how could He rule the individual conscience ? 


Also typical is the extended legal battle into 
which the giant Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
entered to force the tiny Presbyterian Church of 
America, new-found haven for Machen and his 
friends, to relinquish its name because of similarity. 
The greater similarity of name with that of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. was ignored for 
obvious reasons. Yet, while you might walk down 
many a southern street and see churches of the 
northern body with no distinguishing Presbyterian 
title to mark them as belonging to the Northern 
Church rather than to the Southern that had natural 
rights here, this case was pursued from court to 
court. This court case was as un-Christian as it 
was hypocritical. 


Let Southern Presbyterians review the record of 
the Northern Church’s civil and ecclesiastical court 
battles against conservatives to see what might hap- 
pen in the south if we are ever absorbed by the 
Northern body. It is an ugly, un-Christian story of 
ecclesiastical political intrigue. | attended the 
mockery of the Machen trial in Trenton and the 
name suit trial in Philadelphia; I know. 


V. Have A Passion For A Fatse Ecv- 
MIENICITY AND BIGNESS. 


Men who lose their zeal tor the Gospel of an 
atoning, reconciling Christ must have zeal for 
something. Ecumenicity is one of these substitute 
gospels. It has its text, wrongly interpreted and 
apphed; and it has a soul-consuming zeal to promul- 
gate that message. 


Its text, rightly used, is the embodiment of the 
earnest Christian's prayer for the body of believers, 
his fervent prayer simply because it was Christ’s: 
‘That they all may be one; as ‘Thou, Father, art 
in me, and | in Thee, that they also may be one. 
in us: that the world may believe that Thou hast 
sent me.”’ (John 16:21). Unfortunately, the previ- 
ous verse (v. 20) is passed over lightly by most 
ecumenical exegetes but it plainly limits the “all” 
who “may be one” to Jesus’ disciples and “them 
also which shall believe on me through their word.” 
Personal faith in Christ on the basis of the apostolic 
message, i.e., the full and particular Gospel of the 
Word of God, — here is the encompassing limit 
placed upon Christian fellowship. It provides true 
ecumenicity. 
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Yet, such a doctrinal consideration is not of the 
slightest interest to the super-church dreamers of 
either the Northern Presbyterian Church or the 
National Council. Sadly enough, the hodge-podge 
of such dreams may become reality increasingly, but 
be very sure of it, this is no vision come from God. 
(jod wants only His people united in His church or 
in any broader fellowship that is inter-church. Be- 
vond these borders are the world of sinners who 
need desperately to hear about the Saviour. 


There is a touch of humor and much of truth in 
the figure of Holy Writ: “A living dog is better 
than a dead lion.” (Ecclesiastes 9:4). Apparently a 
living Southern Church is better than something 
much bigger into which we might be absorbed but 
which would lack the life and power of the Gospel. 
Interdenominational fellowship is desirable even on 
a broadly evangelical basis, but the dead lion of 
the National Council is not the answer. 


This sort of comparison could continue but here 
is enough—even too much. Who, indeed, does not 
recoil from vexing his soul with these considera- 
tions? ‘To preach the Gospel, to fellowship with the 
saints, to educate our youth, to labor for the needy, 
to build a better church and world: these are the 
things that we should like to have absorb all our 
energies. 


Still, the walls of Jerusalem were built by Nehe- 
miah’s men, each with his sword at hand, ready to 
fight the enemy; and Zion’s walls were never need- 
ed to be stronger than today. So, too, the opposition 
is as crafty and determined as in Nehemiah’s day 
and it mocks God’s Covenant people just the same. 
It is good that Nehemiah’s God still lives. He yet 
helps His people to build these walls and to with- 
stand His enemies even as they build. 


Any doctrinal issue is often belittled: After all, 
of what interest is it to the man-in-the-street? The 
answer is obvious. The man-in-the-street may not 
care for it as a sinner, but doctrine must ever be the 
chief concern of the man-in-the-pulpit and also of 
the man-in-the-pew if they together are going to 
win the man-in-the-street to the Saviour. 

| think it was Kingsley who threw down the 
challenge: 


“The very air teems thick with leagued fiends, 
Each word we speak has infinite effect, 
Each soul we pass must go to heaven or hell. 
Be earnest, earnest, EARNEST—mad and thou wilt 
Do what thou doest as if the stake were heaven 
And this thy last day ere the judgment.” 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 9 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Compassion Of Fesus 


Scripture: Matthew 9. Devotional Read- 
ing: Ezekiel 34:11-16. 


All men who have Power do not have Compassion: some are indifferent and unconcerned, others vindic- 
tive and cruel. Most of the World-Conquerors had tremendous Power, but little mercy of their fellow-men. 
Over and over again we read that Jesus, “moved with Compassion,” used His Almighty Power to help and 
bless and heal and forgive. The beautiful figure of the shepherd is used in Ezekiel 34+:11-16 to bring out 
this pastoral relation between the Great Shepherd and His scattered sheep. “For thus saith the Lord God; 


Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and 
seek them out. As a shepherd seeketh out his flock 
in the day that he is among his sheep that are scat- 
tered: so will I seek out my sheep, and will deliver 
them out of all places where they have been scat- 
tered in the cloudy and dark day. And I will bring 
them out from the people, and gather them from 
the countries, and will bring them to their own 
land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel 
by the rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the 
country. - - - I will feed my flock, and I will cause 
them to lie down, saith the Lord God. I will seek 
that which was lost, and bring again that which 
was driven away, and will bind up that which was 
broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: 
but I will destroy the fat and the strong; | will 
feed them with judgment.” Compare this with 
what Jesus did when on earth: see how He came 
to seek and to save the lost, and also how He re- 
buked the “fat Pharisees.”’ 


In our lesson we have this Compassion of Jesus 
manifested in a variety of ways. 


l. His Compassion on Sinners: 


1-17 


‘There was the sinner who was sick with the palsy. 
The first thing that Jesus said to this man, brought 
by his friends into His presence, was, “Son, thy 
sins be forgiven thee.” He proved His right (au- 
thority) to forgive his sins by healing his body. He, 
of course, had compassion on the man because of 
his bodily affliction, but His interest went much 
deeper. The soul of the man was sick with a disease 
worse than palsy. 


Then, there was the sinner who sat at the tax 
collector’s table, Matthew, the publican. We are not 
told that he was a sinner, but, since all have sinned, 
we know that he was, and the phrase, “publicans 
and sinners,’ was a common one, and expressed the 
contempt of patriotic Jews for these men who had 
taken jobs under the hated Romans. All those whom 
Jesus called to be His disciples were sinners, but 
Matthew belonged to a particularly despised clan. 
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Levi made a feast in His honor and “many pub- 
licans and sinners’ came to this feast. His eating 
with such people displeased the Scribes and Phari- 


‘ees and they asked the question, Why eateth your 


Master with publicans and sinners’? Jesus’ well- 
known reply was, They that are whole need not a 
physician, but they that are sick. But go ye and 
learn what that meaneth, I will have merey and 
not sacrifice. The great lack of the Jewish leaders 
was mercy and compassion. They despised other 
men rather than having pity upon them, but these 
“other men” were nearer the kingdom than the 
hard-hearted Scribes and Pharisees. Jesus, on the 
other hand, had compassion upon them just as a 
doctor, if he is a real doctor, will have compassion 
on sick people, and do all he can to heal them. 


Verses 14-17 appear at first sight to be rather an 
“aside,” but, if we study them carefully there may 
be a closer connection than is apparent on the sur- 
tace. While Jesus was on earth His great love for 
men and His deeds of mercy were something new, 
very different from the attitude of the Jewish lead- 
ers. Men could rejoice and “feast instead of fast.” 
The old hypocritical teaching of the Pharisees was 
a mournful sort of thing. Fasting would come later 
when He was gone home, and the Church would 
face persecution. Something new and beautiful had 
come. It was not to be tacked on the old, or en- 
closed in the old. When He came, the mercy and 
love of God came. He invites to a feast of good 
things. 


Il. * His Compassion on the Sick 
and Sorrowing: 18-34 


A sorrowing father, a certain ruler, came with 
his burden; his daughter was sick. “Jesus arose and 
followed him.”’ He did not say, wait until tomor- 
row, or, bring her to my office. The heart of Jesus 
was touched by the sorrow of this man. Truly, He 
hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. 


As He was going to help this poor man, a woman, 
with her great need, came and timidly, but with 
true faith, touched the hem of His garment. (It 
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would be well to compare the accounts in Mark 
5 :25-34, and Luke 8:43-48). Jesus wants an open 
confession of Him before men and is never satisfied 
with secret discipleship. What wonderful disciple: 
Nicodemus and Joseph would have made if they 
had not tried to hide their belief from men! The 
woman was graciously healed of her disease. 


When He came to the house He saw the min- 
strels and others making the noise which was cus- 
tomary at such times. (Compare with the accounts 
in Mark 5 and Luke 8). The message had come 
before He arrived at the house that the damsel was 
dead and suggesting that he “trouble the Teacher 
no further.”’ Jesus reassures the heart-broken father, 
yoes to the home, and raises Jairus’ daughter to 
life. He took only the father and mother of the girl 
and three of His disciples with Him. 


‘Two blind men next call upon Him for help and 
He heals them. (Compare again with the accounts 
in Mark and Luke). Blindness is typical of sin. 
Sin so often blinds people as to spiritual realities. 
The god of this world, says Paul, has blinded the 
minds of those that believe not. The devil tries to 
‘shut out the sunshine,” lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ should shine into their hearts. Men 
see and appreciate the material things, but have 
no eyes for the-invisible, and the things which are 
thus seen are temporal, while the things which are 
unseen are eternal. It is a noteworthy fact that 
some who are afflicted with physical blindness have 
an unusually keen appreciation of the unseen world. 
The blind poet, Milton, is one example from cen- 
turies past, and our modern hymn writer, Fanny 
Crosby. Sometimes God gives to those who are 
physically handicapped, a greater measure of spiri- 
tual insight. 


a next man had a double affliction; he was 
dunit, and he had a demon. Perhaps the demon 
had made him dumb. At any rate, when the demon 
is cast out the man speaks again. The multitudes 
marvelled, saying, It was never so seen in Israel. 


Then, in contrast to the two blind men who were 
cured, we see the obstinate self-inflicted blindness 


ot the Pharisees as they said, He casteth out devils . 


through the prince of devils. See how completely 
Jesus answers this silly charge in Mark 3:22-29, 
and very solemnly warns them of their danger of 
committing the unpardonable sin. | believe that if 
we will study carefully what Jesus says in these 
verses much of the mystery concerning the “Un- 
pardonable Sin” will be cleared away. 


Verse 35 is a summary of His ministry, and 
shows His wonderful heart of Compassion as He 
ministers to all the varied needs of men. Notice the 
phrase, ““Went about.”’ Most of our doctors today 
do very little travelling. ‘They have an office, and 
the people are the ones who “Go about.”’ Most of 
our teachers are located at some school, or college, 
and it is the students who “Go about.” Most of us 
preachers have a comfortable manse in which to live 
and our “Going about” is confined to a relatively 
small territory where we do our pastoral visiting. 
But the Greatest Doctor, and Teacher, and Preach- 
er this world ever saw “went about all the cities 
and villages - - teaching - - preaching - - healing. 
Think of His condescension and His Compassion! 
Think this through and marvel once more at this 


the God-Man. 


Ill. His Compassion on the 
Scattered Multitudes: 36-38 


‘This takes us back to our Devotional Reading, 
and many other beautiful passages where our Lord 
is compared to a Shepherd. 


‘The multitudes were “distressed” (R. V.), and 
scattered as sheep having no shepherd. Sheep are 
helpless animals, easily frightened, and easily slain 
by wolves. or sheep-killing dogs. When distressed 
and scattered they are to be pitied. 


How like sheep are the poor people of this world! 
Distressed and scattered: no one to lead them, or 
care for them, or protect them, an easy prey for 
the wolves and wild beasts. Remember that these 
enemies are their fellow-men! 


Lord, Give us hearts of Compassion, like our 
Master! 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 9 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


“Christ Life!” 


DEVOTIONAL 
Hymn: “O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing” 
Prayer 
Hymn: “Fill Thou My Life, O Lord” 
Offering 


Scripture: Philippians 3:1-14, | John 5:10-13 
Hymn: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


As we approach our theme for this evening, we 
should take the shoes from off our feet, for we 
tread on holy ground. There is no more sacred 
theme in all of Scripture than that of the indwelling 
Christ, whose life we share because He tasted death 
for every man, and brought life and immortality to 
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light through the gospel. Before we hear our first 
speaker, let us bow our heads and our hearts before 
(sod, and seek His guidance and understanding as 
we meditate upon our theme. (Prayer). Now our 
first speaker— 


FIRST SPEAKER: 

“Christ is life!” How wonderfully simple, vet 
how marvelously profound is this brief statement! 
In a world that is under the sentence of death; to 
men who are “appointed once to die,’ God has 
given a simple message of hope: “Christ is life!’’ 
John phrases it thus: “In Him was life; and the 
life was the light of men.” Then ‘again: “This is 
the record, that God has given to us eternal life. 
and this life is in his Son. He that hath the Son 
hath life.” 


Life is not to be found in the intricate patterns 
of thought as woven by the philosophers; nor does 
it emerge from the noble deeds as wrought by the 
strength and power of men. It is not the product 
of thought or endeavor. It is the gift of God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. “Il am . . . the life.” This 
was our Lord’s simple pronouncement. 


To those who turned away from Him, He said: 
“Ye would not come to me that ye might have 
life... . As the Father hath life in himself; so hath 
he given to the Son to have life in himself.” If we 
would have life; life eternal, we must receive Jesus 
Christ into our hearts by faith, for Christ is life. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you very much. Surely we should rejoice 
that God has made the way of life so plain; that 
to have Christ is to have life. Sometimes people get 
confused and are led to believe that salvation is a 
matter of rite and ritual, of good works and kind 
words, and that we must work our way to heaven. 
Now let us see what our second speaker has for us. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Our first speaker, in stating our theme, indicated 
his point of emphasis by saying, Christ is life. For 
our consideration now, let us say it like this: Christ 
is life. We want to stress the fact that mow Christ 
is life. When we turn to the opening chapters of 
Genesis and read the creation story, we find that 
God created the heavens and the earth, and in the 
more detailed account as found in the American 
Standard Version, we read that “Jehovah God 
formed man of the dust of the ground. and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became 
a living soul.” In the first chapter of John’s Gospel 
we discover that “Jehovah God” was indeed Christ, 
for we read that “all things were made by him and 
without him was not anvthing made that was made. 
In him was life.”” So Christ in the beginning gave 
life to the works of his hand. And still today, Christ 
alone can give life. He was life. He és life. As Paul 
expresses it in his letter to the Colossians: ... Your 
life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory.”’ As in the beginning He, by His 
Spirit, breathed life into the nostrils of clay, so 
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now, by His Spirit (who is indeed the very Breath 
of God), He breathes upon the souls of men dead 
in trespasses in sins, quickening, or making them 
alive: alive unto God. The life He imparts in His 
own life, even life eternal, so that now are we the 
sons of God, possessors of eternal life. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you. The thought just presented reminds 
me of a prayer I heard one night in church, when 
a godly Christian man ended his petition by saying, 
‘And at last in heaven save us.” It just occurred 
to me that we aren’t saved “at last in heaven,” but 
that we now have eternal life. Jesus said, “Verily, 
verily, | say unto you, he that hearth my word, and 
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is 
passed from death unto life.” Now our third speaker 
will present our closing thought. 

‘THirp SPEAKER: 

Christ is /ife! Let's consider our theme with the 
emphasis on the word life for a moment. Just what 
kind of life do we have in Christ? We have already 
been shown that it is eternal life, but that only tells 
us how long it lasts, not what it is. Paul sheds light 
on the subject when he says, “... Christ liveth in 
me.’ The Christian life is not an imitation of 
Christ, nor is it an imitation of other believers. It 
is the life of Christ within; or “Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.” If the Christian life is the life ot 
Christ, then it should certainly be Christ-like. To 
say that we have received Christ into our hearts by 
faith; that we are partakers of the divine nature, 
and then to live for the moment, conformed to the 
world, is to have our lives deny the profession our 
lips have made. Peter says, “As he which hath 
called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; because it is written, Be ve holy; for 
[ am holy.”’ The Christian life is a holy life, for it 
is a life lived out in the strength and power of Jesus 
Christ who lives within our hearts. “The life I now 
live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” This 
was Paul's understanding of the Christian life. “To 
live is Christ!” 

We are not only supposed to be different, we are 
different, when we have been born again. “If any 
man be in Christ; he is a new creature!"” We once 
walked according to the course of this world; but 
now we are to walk “in newness of life.’’ This new 
life within is the life of Jesus Christ, for Christ is 
life for all who receive Him by faith, and are born 
again of the Spirit of Christ. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you very much. As we bring our program 
to a close, let us sincerely thank God for the gift of 
His love in the Lord Jesus Christ, even eternal 
life. How grateful we should be that He has called 
us out of darkness into light; that He has delivered 
us from the powers of darkness and translated us 
into the kingdom of His dear Son, and that in Him 
we are alive forever more, 


(Closing prayer of gratitude). 
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Women’s Work 


“P'm Still Sold On Them” 


The 1952 Annual Christian Conferences of 
Negro Women have reached a new high in interest, 


attendance, and work accomplished by the dele- 


gates. The newest in that list is the conference 
sponsored by the Women of the Church, Win- 
chester Presbytery, Virginia, and approved by the 
Council of Church Women in Virginia and West 
Virginia. That conference was held at Storer Col- 
lege, Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., and was highly suc- 
cessful. 


Another conference included in the ten is the 
one held annually in Virginia, sponsored now by 
the Virginia Council of Church Women. That was 
for many years one of the Christian Conferences 
and directed entirely by the Women of the Church, 
Synod of Virginia. In 1949 the sponsorship and 
direction was transferred to the State Council of 
Church Women in which Presbyterian (U. S.) wo- 
men are very active. The registrar-treasurer of the 
Leadership School this year is Mrs. A. Collie 
Goolsby, who served in several of the carlicr con- 
ferences. 


Statistically speaking, these ten conferences, as 
we shall call them for convenience, had 970 dele- 
gates enrolled, of which number 470 attended for 
the first time. A total attendance was 1,917. There 
were 24 different denominations represented, with 
over 152 Presbyterians in that number. Perhaps 
there were more Baptists and Methodists than any 
other group which may not be surprising when one 
knows that these denominations are very strong 
among Southern Negroes. 


Nineteen different courses were taught in these 
ten conferences, including Bible, both book study 
and How to Study the Bible; Stewardship; Wor- 
ship; Christian Citizenship; Christian Witnessing; 
Methods — Sunday School and Vacation Church 
School. For creditable work done there were 
awards—certificates for certain standards reached 
during the conference. There were 544 who re- 
ceived that award. For more work done through 
several conferences, a diploma is given. Seventy- 
four women received that award. 


One of the most important features of these 
Christian Conferences of Negro Women is the ac- 
ceptance of some follow-up project. There were 
fourteen different projects accepted by the women. 
These include: Vacation Church Schools, One Day 
Christian Conferences, Bible Classes, Establishing 
Allied Youth Posts in Negro High Schools, Starting 
Sunday Schools in Forgotten Areas, Recreation 
Groups, Con-Clubs and Institutes. Two teen-age 
girls plan to give themselves to full-time Christian 
Service as a result of the Conference in Mississippi. 
The women in the Winchester Presbyterial Con- 
ference decided to teach and assist in the home, 
‘school and church work. 


Each Conference has a theme around which the 
program was planned. These themes were well- 
chosen: Walking Worthily Of The Lord (Ala- 
bama); Be Ye Doers Of The Word And Not 
Hearers Only (Appalachia); Christian Certainties 
For Life Today (Arkansas); Radiant Living 
(Georgia); God The Center Of Stewardship (Mis- 
sissippi); Triumph Through Christ (North Caro- 
lina); Fulfilling Christ’s Plan (South Carolina) ; 
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Christ In You (Greenville, S. C.); The Living Bible 
(Virginia); Pioneering Together In His Service 
(Winchester Presbyterial, Virginia). 


An unusual group was present in the Arkansas 
Conference. Four men, two Presbyterians, one 
Methodist, and one Anglican, exchange students 
from Gold Coast, Africa, attending Philander 
Smith College. One spoke at vespers one evening. 
They appreciated greatly the privilege of the Con- 
ference and added to it in many ways. In that 
same Conference was a woman, school teacher, 
who earned the Master’s Degree at Cornell later in 
the summer. She wrote the director from Ithaca, 
N. Y.: “For me, the Conference was truly a 
‘mountaintop’ experience. I shall cherish the mem- 
ory of the friendships which I formed during those 
few days and shall endeavor to make the ‘Christian 
Certainties’ a living part of me. I am looking for- 
ward to next year’s Conference and pray God’s 
blessing upon you until that time.” 


It is noted that there were many younger women 
present. In South Carolina more Presbyterian wo- 
men than in any previous year, with former dele- 
gates challenging the other women through telling 
of work done as a result of attending other con- 
ferences. Excellent pre-conference publicity was 
given in each of the Synods. Several conferences 
prepared findings for the delegates. Unusually 
good co-operation was given in Mississippi by 
members of the local Negro Presbyterian Church. 


We agree heartily with one of the directors who 
said: “I’m still ‘sold’ on this Negro Woman’s Con- 
ference!” —Annie Tait Jenkins. 


Women’s Regional Council 


Snedecor Region - 1952-1953 
President: Mrs. W. M. Martin, 1221 Tatum 
Street, Montgomery, Ala. (Central Alabama Pres- 
byterial). 


_, Vice-President: Mrs. El] Captain, 1923% Staples 
Street, Houston, Tex. (Brazos Presbyterial). 

Secretary: Mrs. Mary Alice Butler, 1306 Loyola 
Street, New Orleans, La. (Louisiana-Mississippi 
Presbyterial). 


Treasurer: Mrs. G. W. Gideon, 931 Coleman 
Atlanta Ga. (Georgia-Carolina Presby- 
terial). 


Presbyterial Presidents: Mrs. S. W. Washington, 
Jr., 118 East Tenth Street, Tuscaloosa, Ala. (Cen- 
tral Alabama Presbyterial); Mrs. E. E. Newberry, 
164 North Brooks Court, Decatur, Ga. (Georgia- 
Carolina Presbyterial); Miss Mary Ella Van Meter, 
2716 Danneel Street, New Orleans, La. (Louisiana- 
Mississippi Presbyterial). 


Representative from Churches in White Presby- 
teries: Mrs. Kalip Mack, 3309 Kirby Avenue, Louis- 
ville, Ky., President, Women of the Church, Grace 
Presbyterian Church, Louisville, Ky. 


Field Worker: Mrs. Arena L. Devarieste, 3813 
Baronne, New Orleans, La. 


Representative from Staff, Board of Women’s 
Work: Miss Annie Tait Jenkins, 309 Henry Grady 
Building, Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Minister Representative: To be chosen by Min- 
isters’ Conference, Snedecor Region. 


The four general officers were elected by the 
entire body of women, Snedecor Region, August 
8, 1952. The representative from Churches in 
White Presbyteries was elected by the women from 
seven of those nine Churches. 
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Church News 


Travel Schedule Of 
Dr. W. A, Alexander 


Moderator Of Presbyterian 
U. S. Assembly 


Completed: 


August 31: 11:00 A.M. Grace Covenant, Richmond, 
Va. Evening: Broadcast of Message, followed by 
Round-table Interview, also Broadcast. 

September 3: Addressed North Carolina Synod. 

<a 5: Communion Sermon, Mississippi Sy- 
nod. 

September 23: Centennial Prayer, Synod of Ar- 
kansas. 

September 24: Addressed Synod of Arkansas. 

September 30: Addressed United Presbyterian 
R.S.V. Bible Gathering, Dallas, Tex. 


Here is what is set for the next few weeks: 


October 26: A.M. Highland Church, Louisville, Ky. 
P.M. Crescent Hill Church, Louisville, Ky. 

October 27: A city-wide gathering of a nature to 
be determined by the Churches, Louisville, Ky. 

October 28: (Meeting of Board of Annuities). 

November 6: Metairie Church, New Orleans, La., 
under auspices of Men. 

November 7: MclIlwain Memorial, Pensacola, Fla. 
November 9: Morning Sermon, Men of Florida 
Synod, Tampa, Fla. Evening: Gainesville, Fla. 
November 10: Men of Riverside Church, Jackson- 

ville, Fla. 
November 11-12: General Council, Atlanta, Ga. 
November 20: Men of El Dorado (Ark.) Church. 
November 30: Morning Sermon, 125th Anniversary 
of Euchee Valley (Fla.) Church. Evening Ser- 
mon: De Funiak Springs, Fla. 
December 5: Sermon, part of Centennial Celebra- 
tion of Camden (Ark.) Church. 


Report On Winston-Salem 
Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem met for its 
Sixty-Eighth Stated Meeting at the First Presby- 
terian Church of Mocksville, N. C., October 14, 
with an enrollment of 24 ministers and 17 Ruling 
Elders. The devotional service was led by the Rev. 
Graham McChesney. 


Presbytery was called to order by the retiring 
Moderator, Ruling Elder Lewis M. Nelson. Rev. 
Robert A. White, Jr., was elected the new Mod- 
erator, and Rev. Graham McChesney, Permanent 
Clerk pro tem. 


The Presbytery was greatly interested in the 
progress of the work at the Mocksville Church 
under the leadership of the Pastor, Rev. Paul 
Richards; a most attractive new manse has been 
built and a new Educational Building is in the pro- 
cess of erection. 


Two new members were received: Rev. Henry 
Rufus Poole, from Norfolk Presbytery, who will 
become the pastor of the Lexington Second 
Church; and Rev. Joseph Thacker Berham, from 
Concord Presbytery, who becomes the Pastor of 
the Pilot Mountain Larger Parish. This Larger 
Parish Plan is a new venture in Home Mission 
Work which will be watched with great interest. 
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The Rev. Robert C. Pooley, Jr., was dismissed to 
the Presbytery of North Alabama, to take the po- 
sition of Executive Secretary of the Presbytery. 
Rev. Samuel A. Burgess, who was ordained at the 
July Meeting of Presbytery, was called to the pas- 
torate of the Elkin Church, and a commission ap- 
pointed for his installation. 


The name of the Waughtown Church was 
changed to the Southminster Church. 


Rev. James B. Macleod preached the Com- 
munion Sermon, after which the Sacramental Ser- 
vice was conducted by the Revs. J. R. McAlpine 
and Kenneth B. Pollock. 


The Presbytery accepted the invitation of the 
North Wilkesboro Church to hold its next regular 
meeting, January 20, 1953, in that Church. 

J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 


Mission News 


‘Nashville, Tenn. (PN).—Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Spooner, of our Africa Mission, announce the 
birth of a daughter, Elizabeth Rhodes, on August 
29. 


Charles Redden Butler, III, arrived in Brazil on 
September 16. He is the son of Rev. and Mrs. 
Charles R. Butler, of our West Brazil Mission. 


Dr. Eliezer Moreno, of Mexico, is one of the new 
scholarship students studying in the United States 
this year under the sponsorship of the Board of 
World Missions. Dr. Moreno is studying at Union 
Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va. He is pas- 
tor of the Presbyterian Church at Cuernavaca and 
is a former Moderator of the Presbytery of the 
South and First Synod in Mexico. 


During the summer Mr. and Mrs. Yale Gunn 
spent two months at the Teloloapan Agricultural 
Farm in Mexico, helping with the agricultural work 
and doing Daily Vacation Bible School Work there. 
Mr. Gunn is a senior at Union Theological Semi- 
nary in Richmond, Va. 


Dr. and Mrs. Conway T. Wharton will spend two 
months, beginning the middle of October, in Holly- 
wood, working with Twentieth Century - Fox 
Studios on the film version of “White Witch Doc- 
tor.”’ Location scenes for this film were shot on our 
Congo Mission, and Mr. Wharton will act as tech- 
nical advisor for the scenes that will be shot in this 
country. 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer of the Board of 
World Missions, will leave New York, N. Y., by air 
on October 18 for Brazil. He will spend several 
weeks there in consultation with our missions. 


Mr. and Mrs. J. Franklin Watt, Miss Ruth Worth 
and Miss Elizabeth Templeton are booked to sail 
from New York, N. Y., directly to the Congo on 
October 30. Miss Ruth Worth served as a mis- 
sionary in China, and Miss Elizabeth Templeton is 
a new missionary. 

~ 

The following missionaries have sailed recently 
to Africa: Mrs. Martha Savels; to Belgium for 
study before going on to Africa, Dr. and Mrs. 
Sandy Marks; to Formosa: Rev. and Mrs. E. S. 
Currie and Miss Marion ora! te-Japan: Mrs. L. 
C. M. Smythe, Miss Margare rchibald, Rev. and 
Mrs. W. C. McLauchlin; to Korea: Mrs. H. Petrie 
Mitchell, Rev. and Mrs. G. T. Brown, Rev. and 
Mrs. W. A. Linton, Rev. Jack Brown Scott. 
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